
Airborne Engineers Association 
Aldershot Branch 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held in the  
Potters International Hotel 

Sunday 27th July 2008 
President 

Colonel D.M.R.Eagan  
 

Meeting Opened at 1130Hrs 
 
Chairman: Fred Gray                         e-mail f.gray3@ntlworld.com  Tele: 01252 668339  
       
Secretary: Betty Gray                         e-mail b.gee33@ntlworld.com  Tele: 01252 668339 
 
Treasurer:  Dave Rutter                     e-mail d_rutter@sky.com                   Tele: 01252 326140 
 
Entertainments:  John Smith BEM     e-mail thesmiths@beeb.net   Tele: 01252 326100 
 
Members Present 
 
John Barrie, Harold Covington, Ron Day, Don Doherty, Col. Dennis Eagan, Ted Ellis, Fred Gray,  
Tommy Handley, Gerry Hicks, John Lee, Tony Manley, John Mason, Rick Mogg, Billy Morris, Peter Myatt, 
Ralph Pedder, Dave Rutter, Joe Stoddart, 
 
Apologies 
 
Colin Bond, Jack Braithwaite, Major Dick Brown, Bob Chatterton, Wally Clift, Ray Coleman, Syd Dane, 
Harry Evans, Bob Ferguson, Bert Flatters, Tony Gilbert, Dennis Healey, Bryn Hitchen, Brian Hubbard,  
Mick Humphries, Roy King, Barry Ladlow, Mick Leather, Derek Leggett, Bill McPherson, Satch McVetis 
Roger Mockford, John Murphy, Jim O’Hagan, Harold Padfield, Norman Penny, John Pffiffner, Eric Rundle, 
Roy Sands, John Smith, Steve Stephenson, Sir Donald Spiers, Bob Sullivan, Phil Taverner, Derek Taylor 
Dennis Thomas, John Thompson, Tom Tuddenham, Peter Wade, Bob Wardle. 

 
  
Guests 
 
None 
 
 
Chairman’s Remarks 
 
The Chairman asked the President, Col. Dennis Eagan to open the meeting.  He then asked members to 
stand for a minute’s silence for members who have recently passed away. 
 
The chairman then asked if any one was inconvenienced by the change of date for the meeting. It was 
pointed out to the secretary that the 20th July was not a good day for travel due to the Farnborough Air Show. 
 
The Standard which was put in a safe place but nobody quite knew where has now been traced and it’s with 
John Ferry, as soon as he is able the chairman will collect it and it will remain in his possession until needed.  
 
 
Minutes of the previous meeting  
 
Proposed by: Harold Covington 
Seconded by: Rick Mogg 
 
That the minutes of the meeting were correct. 
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Matters Arising 
 
It was reported that Derek Taylor had been unwell.  Fred & Betty Gray have been to see Derek and stayed 
with him for a few days. At the present time he is waiting for the results of another test.  He was in good 
spirits and has got lots of good friends where he lives.  He is hoping to come down for BBQ in August.  He 
sends his regards to everyone.                     
   
Treasurers Report 
 
Dave Rutter gave his report. 
 
Proposed by: Tommy Handley 
Seconded by: Peter Matt 
 
That the report be accepted as true and correct. 
 
Correspondence.  
 
A letter from John Murphy with his subs and £20 towards the shoebox parcels. He also sends his regards to 
the branch. 
 
A” Bluey” from 9 Sqn sent to John & Glenda thanking them for the parcels, with four different messages 
thanking everyone for their support, they really do appreciate it. The letters were passed around for the 
members to read.  
 
We had an E-mail from John Donaldson to say the Dougie Archibald had had a heart attack and was in 
hospital.  A card was sent to him on behalf of the branch. Another e-mail has since been received to say  
that he is now at home and expects to make a full recovery; he thanks everyone for the cards and best 
wishes. 
 
Tom Tuddenham is now on E-mail tomtudds@homecall.co.uk 
 
Branch Representative 
 
There was nothing to report 
 
Entertainments 
 
The closing date for Arnhem is at the end of July. To date there are not enough people to fill a 50 seater 
coach, which is required if we wish to take advantage of the Galina offer.  John will be back from Spain on 
30th July .  Please contact him as soon as possible if you wish to go to Arnhem 01252 326100. There is more 
info from John attached to these minutes.  
 
Woodbridge 21st November full details are a bit vague at the moment but as soon as they are available I 
will let you know. It is advisable to book early as accommodation is scarce. There is information in the 
Journal. 
 
BBQ on the 17th August will be as usual at 65 Westover Road, Fleet.  The cost this year is £5 per person.  
Please bring your own drinks etc. There will be a few freebies as Ralph Peddar has donated six bottles of 
wine and about thirty cans and bottles of beer.  Also please bring (if possible) a raffle prize.  Dave Rutter 
proposed that the proceeds from the raffle go to the Combat Stress Charity, which is doing a wonderful job 
for our soldiers. The proposal was agreed unanimously 
 
Please Note. 
 
If the weather is very bad the BBQ will be postponed until a later date.  You will all be advised of this if the 
weather turns nasty.  Alternatively if you think the weather will cause cancellation please ring Betty or Fred 
on 01252 668339 for conformation.  Fingers crossed for a perfect day. 
 
One more thing about the BBQ please will you let us know by Tuesday 12th August if you are 
coming as Tony Manley must put his order in for the food by Thursday 14th August.  
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Any Other Business 
 
Rugby Challenge Match at Twickenham Saturday 20th September 2009 
Help for Heroes XV vs. International Select XV see attached leaflet for more info. 
 
John Lee mentioned the Military Tattoo at Windsor Castle earlier this year.  It is now going to be on again 
next year.  John will keep us informed and let us know in plenty of time for next year.  
 
Secretary’s Note 
 
Apologies to Bob Sullivan for not noting his apology for the 1st June Meeting.  Sorry Bob. 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                 

BBQ and Next Meeting 17th August 
Subject to weather conditions  

 
Will be held 65 Westover Road, Fleet, GU51 3DE  

 
1100Hrs for 1130hrs 

If you need directions to Westover Road, please contact 01252 668339 
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