Airborne Engineers Association
Chatham Branch
Branch President Lt. Col. (Retd) Brian Awford RE
Secretary ~ Nick Gibson, 48 Phoenix Road, Lords Wood, Chatham, Kent, ME5 8TA.
Tel 01634 862389 E-Mail n.d.gibson@blueyonder.co.uk

MINUTES OF 183rd O.G.M IN THE WO'S & SGT'S MESS
BROMPTON BARRACKS 16th April 2012
Committee Members
Chairman
~
Secretary
~
Treasurer
~
Welfare
~

Baz Bassett
Nick Gibson
Peter Kershaw
Mick Fisher

*
*
*
*

* These Committee Members were in attendance
1. Members Present
Bill Shield
Bob Seaman
Ray Ogden

Jim Rogers
Bill Perry

Jim Rogers
Eric Blenkinsop

2. Apologies
Bert Fordham
Bill Shield

Jon O’Connor
Bob Woolley

John Elliott

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting
Proposed ~ Jim Rogers
Seconded ~ Bob Seaman

Carried

4. Matters Arising
Nil.
5. Chairman’s Report
Chairman welcomed all to the meeting. Commented on the hope to recruit
some new membership to the branch
6. Secretary’s Report
a. Circulated minutes of other branches.
b. Read out inquiry from TV researcher – see attachment
7. Treasurers Report
Treasurer reported that we have 23 paid up members so far for the coming
year
As at 16th April 2012
Cash at bank
Petty Cash & Cheques in hand
John Rock Dinner
Cash available to Branch

£689.20
£402.00
-£350.00
£ 741.20

a. Subs for the year 2012-13 fell due in April, Members that haven’t already
paid up please ensure that cheques are made payable to ‘AEA Chatham
Branch’ and return directly to Peter Kershaw, subs at £6.00 for the year
2012-13
Proposed ~ Bill Shield
Seconded ~Ray Ogden

Carried

8. Welfare Report
a. Keith King is doing well with remedial PT
b. Bill Shield and Eric Blenkinsop will try to visit Maj M D Green ex 9 sqn in
hospital at Pembury
9. Museums and Archives
a. Branch will look to attend in as a group on Thursday 18th October when
Chris Davies will give a talk on the Falklands 30 years on.
10. Branch Events
a. John Rock Dinner 2nd June 2012 19:00 for 20:00. Sgt Thompson will
attend as guest speaker from 229 Para Sqn TA. Contact Peter Kershaw if
you haven’t already booked a place
b. Ghurkha Curry lunch is Sunday 19th August in the Officers Mess
Maidstone.
c. Corps Memorial Weekend is 15th/16th September – details to be confirmed
d. Branch Christmas Lunch in King Charles Hotel Sunday 2nd December
2012 12:30 for 1:00 pm
11. Any Other Business
a. Secretary will contact the RSM with a request that the regular members of
the branch be issued with permanent Car Passes
12. Next Meeting
Next meeting 21st May 2012 at the RE WOs and Sgts Mess, Brompton
Bks
13. Branch Diary
Branch OGM
John Rock Dinner
Branch OGM
Branch OGM
Ghurkha Curry Lunch
Corps Memorial Weekend
Branch OGM
Falklands Talk RE Museum
Xmas Lunch

21st May 2012
2nd June 2012
18th June 2012
16th July 2012
19th August 2012
15th/16th September 2012
17th September 2012
18th October 2012
2nd December 2012

RE HQ WO's & Sgts Mess
King Charles Hotel
RE HQ WO's & Sgts Mess
RE HQ WO's & Sgts Mess
Officers Mess Maidstone Bks
Brompton Bks
RE HQ WO's & Sgts Mess
RE Museum
King Charles Hotel

14. Notices
Would all members attending monthly meetings please note that the parking
spaces outside the mess are allocated to living in members of the mess,
please do not park in these bays as we do not wish to cause offense to any of the
serving mess members. Alternative parking can be found reasonably close to the
mess for those members who aren’t so fast on their feet anymore.

Attachment
Dear Sirs
I have been reading your website with great interest and wondered if you might be able to help me with
the below enquiry?
RDF are currently developing a programme idea for Channel 4 that would explore a little of the types of
challenges faced by some of the world’s highly skilled forces when training. Channel 4 are very
interested in the idea and I currently have 3 weeks research to look into the basic feasibility of the
project and possible challenges we could explore. RDF are one of the largest independent production
companies in the UK with a vast track record of factual and factual entertainment programming,
including Scrapheap Challenge and Secret Millionaire.
As part of the research, we are also very keen to speak to a couple of people who might have served in
the elite forces of the UK and wondered if you might be able to advise me on any people you could
recommend that I contact? As previously stated, the research is in its very early stages at the moment
and I am keen to speak to as many people as possible to find out a bit more about what may be possible.
The aim of our programme would be to appeal to a family audience and to provide information about
the history of some of the world’s highly trained forces and to explore the determination and fitness
required through a challenge environment. The programme would raise awareness of some of the
incredible situations faced by the members of our armed forces and the tough training requirements they
face.
We are keen to identify people who might be interested in advising on suitable challenges and also
looking for those who might like to take part in some of the challenges.
We are also keen to conduct a small number of interviews with personnel who have recently left some
of the elite forces and wondered if you have any members of your association who might be interested
in assisting us at this stage?
I would be very grateful for any help you can provide.
With kind regards
Anne Sutton
Anne.Sutton@RDFTelevision.com

