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Minutes of the meeting held at The Royal British Legion, Rodney Street, Edinburgh at
1300hrs on Sunday 15 March 2009.
1. Members Present:
Tom Ormiston, Doug Archibald, Jim Simpson, Kim Panton, Peter Watt, Mick Walker, Colin Reid,
Brian Earl, John Donaldson, and Roy Kay.
2. Chairman’s Introduction:
Tom Ormiston welcomed members to the meeting and introduced himself to those members
whom he had not met since taking over the role of Chairman.
3. Apologies:
These were received on behalf of Andy Paterson, Gil Nicol, Alex McWhirter, Ronnie Drummond,
Frank Murray, Andy Mullen, Ian Thomson, Jimmy Wilson and not forgetting our overseas
members.
4. Minutes of the Previous Meeting:
The minutes of the meeting held on 18th January 2009 were proposed as a true record by Kim
Panton and seconded by Jim Simpson.
5. Matters Arising:
(I) Tom Ormiston gave brief details on what he had found out about a visit to the Falkirk Wheel
and as there appeared various options on what form this could take it was decided to discuss this
further at our next meeting.
(ii) Belhaven Brewery- Doug Archibald promised to pursue this further to establish whether they
still allowed visiting parties.
(iii) Forth Rail Bridge- Colin Reid would bring full details to our next meeting.
(iv) Canal Trip- Doug Archibald to check availability of boats with the possibility of combining a
boat trip from the basin at Linlithgow to the Falkirk Wheel.
(v) Golf Tournament on hold as several members interested in this were absent from today’s
meeting.
(vi) Harrison Park, Secretary to contact Ian Thomson to establish what he had in mind.
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6. Treasurers Report:
Mick Walker produced his Income / Expenditure report for January- March and informed
members he was pleased to say that we had a healthy balance.
7. Correspondence:
The Secretary pointed out that he had received some minutes from other branches but not all. He
apologised for not being able to produce them but unfortunately his printer was out of action.
There was no other correspondence but he would like to empathise once again that it was of great
interest and he would appreciate receiving minutes from all Branches to 50 Lawers Crescent,
Polmont FK2 0QU or by e-mail.
8. Welfare:
(I) It was acknowledged with respect that Bill Ridland had passed away in December 2008
unknown to the Branch at the time. It was later discovered that his family had wanted a quiet
affair with no fuss.
(ii) Jimmy Wilson enjoyed the lunch date mentioned at the previous meeting and he was
delighted that 4 members had managed to make it and he thanked everyone and passed his
regards to all other members. The lunch went well and Jimmy even managed a “wee dram” to
round off the occasion.
(iii) It was pointed out that Ian Thomson looked well at the last meeting and members were
pleased to see him there.
(iv) Jim Simpson continued to look in good health despite having to undergo ongoing treatment
and remains in his usual high spirits.
9.A.O.C.B.:
(I) Website - John Donaldson produced copies of our web site home page and the Association
home page in order that members without access to a computer could be familiar with what had
been discussed between John and Dave Pace regarding the integration of the websites.
After some discussion it was unanimous that there was no advantage to changing ours and so it
would remain as it is.
(ii) Jim Simpson made his apology in advance for being unable to attend our next meeting but
indicated that he would be doing his utmost to attend the next Association OGM on 31st May as
our representative.
(iii) Mick Walker informed us of a chance meeting with Jimmy Wilson’s grandson and a former 9
Sqn member, Keith Coventry, who said he frequently attends meetings of former 9 Sqn members
under the guise of “ The Alternative Airborne Experience”. Mick as ever diligent in his quest for
new branch members gave his intention to follow this up further.
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(iv) Tom Ormiston, John Donaldson and Kim Panton all gave advance apologies for our next
meeting.
(v) Members were invited by the PRA to join them on parade to commemorate Corporal Tom
Hunter VC 43 Commando Royal Marines at Ocean Terminal at 1300hrs on 5th April 2009 and
afterwards for refreshments at R.B.L. Rodney Street.
Dress Blazer, Slacks and Regimental Tie/
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 1355hrs.
The date for our next meeting is 17th May 2009 at 1300hrs at the same venue.

